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Nine Organizations Selected to Advance Gender 
Equality in the Global South:   

Second Intake Recipients Announced for National Innovation Fund
 

Winnipeg, MB – Nine organizations from across Canada are the second cohort selected to test 

innovative solutions that will improve the lives of women and girls in developing countries. 

 

The successful organizations will be awarded between $150,000 - $250,000 to test their ideas in 

nine different countries across Africa, Asia, Middle East and Latin America 

 

The selected innovations address challenges related to agriculture, climate change & 

environment, education and livelihoods, all with a focus on gender equality. Examples 

include a new approach to eradicating child marriage in Sierra Leone, a women-focussed 

dissemination of newly developed drought-tolerant coffee in Indonesia, a project incubator 

for gender equality projects in Nicaragua, and the promotion and sale of reusable menstrual 

health products in Uganda, among others. Each idea will be tested over 6-15 months, giving 

organizations an opportunity to gather evidence, adapt and improve.  

 

“Throughout our first two intakes, we’ve seen so many great Canadian organizations working 

towards improving the lives of women and girls around the world,” said Christina MacIsaac, 

Director of Innovation for FIT. “We are confident that the results and lessons learned of the 

selected innovative solutions will have lasting impacts for all involved, including here in 

Canada and within the testing countries.”  
 

The funding is part of a unique national initiative, the Fund for Innovation and Transformation 

(FIT), that supports ideas at the testing phase. Launched in May 2019, FIT funds Canadian 

small and medium-sized organizations from different sectors to test new or improved 

practices, policies and approaches with local partners around the world. The fund also 

provides a platform for selected organizations to share their ideas and challenges with 

each other and eventually others in the innovation and international development sectors. 

The 5-year, $16.5 M program is an initiative of the Inter-Council Network of 

Provincial and Regional Councils, funded by Global Affairs Canada and 

managed by the Manitoba Council for International Cooperation.



“Being involved in the FIT initiative demonstrates how the need to improve gender equality 

within the international development community is still urgent, even more so now within the 

context of the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Janice Hamilton, Executive Director of the Manitoba 

Council for International Cooperation. “Throughout the entire length of the initiative, we will 

share lessons learned from the testing results in order to continue to improve development 

practice within this new reality.”  

 

FIT has recently opened up the next intake (Intake 3) and concept notes are due October 15, 

2020. Find more information on how to apply at https://fit-fit.ca/process/. 

 

For more information about the second round of funding recipients, please see Backgrounder 

attached. 
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Media inquiries may be directed to:  

Joëlle Saltel 

Communications Specialist 

Fund for Innovation and Transformation  

Manitoba Council for International Cooperation 

jsaltel@fit-fit.ca  

204-987-7409

About the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and Regional Councils for International 
Cooperation: The Inter-Council Network is a coalition of the eight Provincial and Regional 
Councils for International Cooperation. The independent Councils are committed to 
global sustainable development, social justice and social change. They are rooted in 
communities across Canada and represent nearly 350 diverse civil society organizations 
from across Canada. Council membership varies from locally based cultural community 
civil society organizations to highly recognizable international organizations. 
 
About the Manitoba Council for International Cooperation (MCIC): MCIC is a coalition 
of Manitoba-based organizations involved in international development. Its mission is 
to support, connect and amplify the work of its members and partners, while directly 
engaging and collaborating with Manitobans for global sustainability. MCIC 
encourages dialogue on global issues and helps empower Manitobans to become 
active global citizens — individuals who understand that their actions here 
make a difference around the world. MCIC is also responsible for distributing 
Government of Manitoba and Government of Canada funds designated for 
international development and humanitarian projects.  
 
About Global Affairs Canada: Global Affairs Canada manages 
Canada’s diplomatic relations, provides consular services to 
Canadians, promotes the country’s international trade, and 
leads Canada’s international development and humanitarian 
assistance.
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